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Introduction 

Many people believe that without 
education, one cannot achieve social and 
economic upliftment in the society. Dubey 
(1979) asserts that education is believed to 
help one acquire the vocational skill 
needed for the country’s economic growth. 
Since independence in 1960, huge 
investments have been made in education 
in order to reduce illiteracy and inequality 
among different social and ethnic groups in 
the society. Some of these policies include:  
a. Universal Primary Education (UPE) 

1976. 
b. Distance Learning System (DLS). 
c. National Mass Literacy Programme 

(1982). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d. Nomadic Education (1989). 
e. Universal Basic Education (UBE) 

1999. 
The massive expansion of 

secondary and tertiary sectors of education, 
the establishment of special agencies for 
promoting adult literacy and today the 
fisherfolk Education Programme. 

 
Who are Migrant Fisherfolks? 

Migrant fisherfolks refer to ethnic 
or socio-professional groups who travel 
and migrate in large or small groups in 
search of livelihood within a riverine 
community. This movement is also to 
come to terms with migranting shoal. Such 
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wanderings from one place to another 
usually cut across local, state and political 
borders. 
 
What Then is Fisherfolk Education? 

Fisherfolk education is similar to 
nomadic education. The only difference 
being that this is associated with riverine 
communities. Jaja (1995) has shown the 
problems and prospects of fishing among 
the Ibani, and attempts made at improving 
that aspect of the economy in the colonial 
and post colonial period (Jaja, 1995b). 
According to Gbamanja (1997), Nomadic 
education can be described as an 
educational programme that takes care of 
the nomads, that is, to change the way the 
nomads think, the way they feel and their 
overt actions. In Nigeria, nomads can be 
classed into cattle nomads, the migrant 
fishermen and the farming nomads. 
Nomadic schools came about as a result of 
federal government dissatisfaction, with 
the rate of development of education 
among some groups in Nigeria. This is also 
a planned programme which suits the 
nomadic culture as well as their mode of 
life. The programme is aimed at fostering 
unity and development. This programme 
has covered other ecological areas with a 
view to finding out what type of education 
such persons need in the overall national 
development. Nomadic education as 
designed is to take care of the nomads and 
the migrant fishermen who have been 
denied their right to education because of 
their geographical locations. The 
programme also aims at enabling the 
nomads to acquire functional literacy for 
general information, enlightenment as well 

as basic numeracy for accounting and 
improved management of stock. The 
content of the curriculum is geared towards 
learning experience and activities which 
include: Functional literacy, Basic 
numeracy, Fishery/Animal Husbandry, 
veterinary medicine, Health and Physical 
Education, Social Studies, Religious and 
Moral Instructions and Home Economics. 
The objective is to enable the nomadic 
child achieve initial literacy in his mother 
tongue. Lar (1989) argued that, The 
curriculum is not to give the nomads a 
special or separate type of education but 
aims at total integration between nomadic 
education with that of normal education 
system. However, the complex and the 
remote nature of the nomadic people’s 
environment are to be greatly considered. 
Lar (1997) argued that nomadic education 
aims at sensitizing the minds of the nomads 
to be in line with that of the sedentary 
people. The education aims at improving 
the occupational role of the nomads thus 
stimulating scientific knowledge, 
acquisition of skill, self development and 
social integration. 
 
Objective of the Programme 

The aims and objectives of 
fisherfolk education is to help the 
fisherfolk child to improve in his 
occupational role, the following specific 
objectives are derived: To expose the 
nomadic child to formal education; to 
inculcate the spirit of humanity and make 
him realize himself as a member of the 
Nigerian society; enable the nomadic child 
take part in the development of his 
immediate society and the country in 
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general; to make the nomadic child be able 
to improve his living conditions; to help 
modernize techniques of fishing and 
animal management; to help them 
appreciate moral and religious practices 
and to assist them develop initiative.  
 
Impact of Fisherfolk Education and 
Community Development  

Education in the wider sense has 
always been an important factor in the way 
of life of people. Parents consider 
education as a sacred obligation in the 
child’s socialization. Throughout the 
child’s daily activities and later in 
adolescence, he/she is made aware of 
material and spiritual fundamentals of life. 
These include customs and traditions 
where ideas, norms, attitudes, values belief 
and cultures are taught to the growing 
child. To the fisherfolks, because of their 
movement, they cannot get easy access to 
education provided for the sedentary 
dominant groups. They are reluctant to 
send their children to school as a result of 
their mobile mode of life. Apart from 
living a migrant life, another distinct 
characteristic is their isolation from the 
dominant group. Such isolation made them 
suffer disadvantages and deprivation in the 
provision of social amenities. With the 
traditional education given to them by their 
parents, the fisherfolk children have been 
severely deprived of formal education 
especially in the acquisition of reading and 
writing skills. Lar (1982) suggest that in 
the case of nomads, their constant 
movement does not seem to favour formal 
education hence the need to relate it to 
their cultural life. Non formal education 

seemed to be best suited to their mode of 
life.  

Fisherfolk education in Nigeria is 
essentially a primary and adult education 
programme designed to wipe out illiteracy, 
improve the productivity of the youth and 
adult, promote social and equity and 
sensitize the fisherfolk to their basic 
human and constitutional rights as 
bonafide Nigerians. 

Social change is an important part 
of social life. It occurs and continues as an 
essential ingredient of societal life in rural 
and urban areas. Many states in the country 
have recognized the benefits of educating 
the fisherfolk and as such devoted 
resources to eradicate ignorance in the 
society. We must emphasize that Just like 
in Adult Education, the skills and ideas 
acquired from the programme has a 
liberating style on their social behaviour. 
Through this programme, fisherfolks have 
gained their reasoning power, expand their 
consciousness and have good feeling in 
their environment and society they belong. 

The impact on politics, education 
is better felt in the presence of some other 
complementary factors which help to 
actualize the development process. These 
factors include political stability, 
availability of productive resources, 
effective communication etc. Education 
can also solve the needs of the society 
politically since it is considered as a social 
institution. 
 
Conclusion  

The Federal Government of 
Nigeria has for long recognized that the 
fisherfolk population in the country are 
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educationally disadvantaged, since they are 
denied access to education which is 
counter to the spirit of the Federal 
Government Constitution.  

This programme has assisted to 
alleviate poverty amongst the masses as 
they have acquired basic functional 
education for improvement of living 
standard and income earning capabilities 
for the fisherfolks. It has also expanded 
educational opportunities for the school 
age children of the migrant populations. 
Though its achievements are often 
underplayed, some modest gains have been 
recorded. Generally, the fisherfolk 
programme is considered a success. 
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